Born with strange and amazing abilitins, the k-Men are young mutant heroes, sworn to protect a world that 
fpars and hates them. Recently they’ve been through @ lot-pver since the death of their team member Beast 
they've fought along succession of foes, with littl time for anything else. 


Now they’re taking the night off. 
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4 What are 
you doing? We've 
been looking all 
over for you. I never 
even thought to 
look in here. 


What does 
it look like I'm 
doing, Scott? I'm 
practicing. 


When it comes to using our 
powers--we've all got a lot 
to learn. With more practice, 
I'm confident my telekinesis 
could provide me with the 
means to Walk again. 


What's 


That will be good for everyone. 
Lately, it seems like Kitty is 
the only one who gets out to 
do anything--and that's just 
to have her little adventures 
with Spider-Man. 


I think pretty much everyone 
is going Out for the night. After 
all this business with Emma's 
students and Magneto and the 
Ultimates and the Fantastic 
Four...I think we all need to 
blow off a little steam. 


And thanks for 
reminding me. The 
car service will be 

here any minute. 
I don't want to be 
late for my dinner 


LI} 


late. 
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I'm handicapped, Scott. 
Not dead. I'm meeting 
a woman. It's mostly 
business, but still 
a date. 


I get it. It's a business dinner Actually, Jean is in 
but she's attractive enough the other room getting iq 
for you to wish it were a date. ready, she's been 
; - listening in. I think 
I think Jean she made me say Ss 
a! is finally rubbing Bi fe, that. i 
{_| Off On you, oan ) =o J CI 
imiminil Scott. = = ' 
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Scott--are you and 
Jean going to the movies 
in the city or here in 
Westchester? 


IF it's a ride into the city Oh-- thank you, 
you're looking for I can Professor! 
be of service. The car 
should be here shortly, I 
could easily drop you off 
somewhere on the way 
to the restaurant. 


Wolverine, 
can you--?, 


Ijust need to Tilmeet V i ig 
go freshen up. you in the 4 <A 
Iwon't bea fouer. Ihonestly Really? How 


minute. (. have no idea. . romantic. 


You and your new boufriend 
going out to fight crime together 
again? I mean--are you his 

He's meeting “ dirlfriend or his sidekick? 
mé hereina 


minute. He's going =" 
rf 


to give me aride _ ——=4 


into town. Lee 


What's your deal, Oh 
Bobby? I thought fh I 
we were being nice nr oF 
to each other orgot. 


T've been waiting 
for you, Jean. 


the car service 


arrived? 


I vould like to visit Ali at the hospital. 
I have not had a chance to go see her 
yet. Can I use vaan of the cars? 


OF course, 
Kurt. Just be 
careful. 


Thank you, - 
Professor. 


You mind if I tag along, friend? 
I have nothing to do tonight 
and have not yet visited 
Dazzler muself. 


What's going on? Scott and Jean are going to 
Where's everyone see a movie. Peter and Kurt are 
» going to visit Alison at the 
hospital. Storm and Wolverine 
are out doing their male- 
bonding routine. 


The Professor 
is going out to 
dinner. And I've 
got adate with 
Spider-Man. 


Looks like 
it'll just be you B= 
and the exin | 
\ the Mansion | 
tonight. 
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Your guest 
has arrived, 


me 
ty) 


I apologize for my tardiness. No worries. You gave Absolutely. Now can you 
I had to drop off a student oF me time to order wine. start by elling me Wine 
mine who is visiting a friend Now, shall we get down this is about? My lawyers 
in the city. to business? told me very little about 
you, Miss...° 


My organization 
recently learned of 
your separation from 
the U.S. government... 
and more specifically, 
their funding. 


So the first 
thing you should 
know about me and 
my organization is 
that we'd like to give 
you a substantial 
amount of money. 
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~ mel POWErs? Why did we not 
Look at me, 
Peter. Ido not 
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just walk in? Visiting 
hours are not yet 
over. 


ict just valkin 
anyplace. 


eae \ 
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OF all the girls at 
Xavier's, I thought 
for sure she vould 
choose the demon 

over the angel. 


y FAY. 
“i 


7 Rack 'em up, 

loser. \s that 
twoina 
row? 


Yeah--and you might want to stop 
using your powers, like we agreed. 


Either this table is crooked or there 
are tiny gusts of wind guiding your = 
balls into the pockets. 


But you wouldn't x 
know a thing about 


that...would you? f' 


Wait a minute--when you Right after I moved into 
came to Xavier's, you always the school. I can't stand 
had a cigar in your mouth. : the stuff now. 
When did you lose your 4 >= 
> tolerance? 7 Just between 
e you and me--that 
little change in my 
behavior's got 
Jeanie written 
all over it. 


SS hx 
\ WY You should see if you 
i ~ can have her improve 

NL your game. _aaaueaeee 


Or teach 


cheating. 


youtostop /™ 


um...Bobbu... 
what are you 
doing? 


The new national pastime-- 
watching funny videos on the 
Internet. You can join in 


___ iFyou want. ze 
== uh...okay. 
IFyou don't Fey 
mind. 4 \/ 


Boy, it 
= sure is cold =z 
in here. 


1 im Li | sl |i) 
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somevaan is 
coming! 


mw Okay, Alison, 
it's time for me 


Is 
fF someone f 
|) inhere? 


Honey, I don't 
know what they're 
putting in your |.V. 
but I'm going to ask 
that they stop. 


» 


Not vaan N 
of my better 
ideas... 43 


NY 


Looks like 
you're losing 
another one, 
Logan. 


Hey, sister--why don't you 
ditch the runt and mosey on 
over to my table? IF you're 
bored with pool, I can think 
of afew other activities 
you might find fulfilling. 


It's just not 
going to happen, 
pal. 


I've got an 
idea, bub. Why 
don't you tell me 
this time? 


What if I wasn't so much 
asking you a question as 
Iwas telling you how 
things are gonna be. 


Oh, man! 
That one with 
the monkey was 


“Ah like the . 
one with the guy 
surfing on the 
truck the 


hilarious! 


Stop it--you were 
just starin’ at muh 
eyes, weren't 
you? 


more than the 
monkey? think they're 

a cool. Exotic-looking, 

or something--1 


like them. 


Wait, Rogue, 
your hand--your 
powers-- 


Really? 
They don't 
creep you 

out? 


Nope. Not 
evena little 


( can touch 
\ anything... 


Those ain't \ 
muh powers 
anymore... 


...since ah 
{ absorbed Gambit's 
abilities... ‘ 


You're as 
pretty as 


_ << ss 


Saves me the 
trouble of taking 
it OFF. 


pe Westchester Cinema: 


Imust admit, when my lawyers 2 
set up this meeting, I knew next 
to nothing about you or 
your group. 


Idid alittle bit * 
of research for 
this dinner. 


Iunderstand 
you're a religious 
organization? 


The government 
recognizes us as an It would be wrong of me 
organized religion not to admit I have some 
but we are so trepidation about this 
much more. proposed agreement. 


I assure you, 
though, I will hear 
you out, Miss--I'm 

sorry, what was 
your name 
again? 


Lilandra 
Neramarni. 


Iam 
Majestrix of the 
Church of Shi‘ar 

Enlightenment. 
I'm confident 


that we're going 
to become very 
good friends. 


know. I--um. 
T've never 
done this. 


I thought 
that voman 
vould never 


Hey, Spidey, you sure 
know how to show a 


Oh, being 
in there wasn't 
that bad. 


Causing 
more trouble, 


“my YY 
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Jean--I honestly 
have no idea what 
you're talking about. 
Please, just this 
once--explain it 

to me. 


For the leader 
of the X-Men, you are 
aw a total coward around 
A me! Lhave to ask you to 
make every single move 
you've ever made 
on me. 


; I'm Sick of it. It's 
/ just stupid, Scott. I'm 
psychic, I know you like 
me. I know you want me. 
I don't know why you 
can't just take that 
extra step. 


Is it nerves? Is 
it fear of rejection? 
Because if that's the 
case let me tell you 
Ss... 


‘ ..1've read your 
mind. I Know every 
single thing you want to 
dotome. Everything. 
There are exactly two 
things I wouldn't do. 


Two. The 
rest is fair 


So in the 


future--please, 
be just a little 
spontaneous. 


Please. 
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Mom? Dad? 
Anyone?! 
Please--I 
can't be the 
only person 


Anybody here? 
Anybody at all? Really, 
just say something, it'd 

keep me from feeling 
like I was the 
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What happened-- ' 
where am I-- 
please-- 


What are 
you doing?! 
Can't you see that 
my parents are 


Police! 
Put you hands 
up and don't 


That's right, a 


your parents are 
dead-- because you ee 


killed them. 


What is 
happening 


to me? 


What? Where What about 
are we going? Back to the dinner? 
Mansion. You want 
C'mon! We're | spontaneous--you want : Forget 
leaving. 7 > me to take charge? BY it--we'll pick 
: a: - You got it. i Sa Es something up 
j \ on the way. 


7 You always 
were a smart 
am one. 


But it wasn't 

for lack of trying (i 

on your part. You i 
nearly took my 


head clean 


: Lucky for me, 
there were still a 
few threads hanging 
on--enough for me to 
survive long enough to 
heal. I went into some 
Kind oF coma while my 
healing factor-- 


Get out of 
here, girl. This 
don't concern you! 
This is between 

Sabretooth 
and me! 


This is my j 
night off, you twit. 

IF IL can make this go 1 
faster--I will. There's no \ 
need for another six-hour 

brawl between you two 
when I can fry him and 
we can go get some 
milkshakes! 


Let's see 
if you live 
to learn the 
lesson. 


You should 
have listened to 
your boufriend, 


You survived--you couldn't 
throw a party? Retire? 
Go ona vacation?! 
You had to come here 
to make me kill 
you again?! 


Actually, that's 
not the plan 
» atall 


Remember 
these?! Oh, yeah-- the claws. 
Really, they're not that wi, 
impressive. Besides, I | 
brought my own. {| i 


Wolverine-- 
watch out! 


— 


, Okay, \ 
Storm--you }¥ 
need to stop | 
helping. 4™ 
Right 
\ Now. 


Ue 


SS 


If you'll think back to a few seconds 
ago, you'll remember that you just 
attacked me. 


Correct me 
if I'm wrong, 
Wolverine... 


..but this one doesn't 
have a healing factor, 
Zan right? 
And before a 
7 yOu get any ideas, girl-- 
realize it's completely ¥ 
within your abilities to fry 
me with a bolt of lightning # 
before L kill you, but you 
have to admit it'd 
. bearisk. 


In fact, I 
think it's a pretty 
safe bet that being 

struck by lightning 
would cause my wrist 
to twitch. 


Now, I Fe 
suggest you ¥ 
bothtakea 
moment and 

relax. 


That certainly vaasn't the evening 
I had planned. Let's get to the car 
before I get the urge to go stare at 
Dazzler more and ve have to spend 
another hour locked in a closet 
together. 


I will not take “no” for 
an answer, comrade. 
> Now, come. 


You are not planning to return to 


the Mansion so Soon, are you? 
The night is still young, yes? 


We get so 
little downtime these 
days--it would seem wrong 
to return so early. Can 
we not go get dinner 
together? 


Mutants are VY The Shi‘ar invests You'll have to forgive me. You've 
the future, inthe future. That's offered me a substantial amount 
a ; how we've lasted OF money to continue 
_ The Shi'ar? Til as long as we mu work. 
admit, my research didn't have. ¢ 
turn up much about your That's just 
organization. not enough 
What is Of an answer 
your interest 
in my X-Men? 


IF you want to continue 
this charade that you 
never read someone's mind 
without permission--T'll 
oblige you. Just so you're 
aware, Knowing you already 
know all this is very 
annouing. 


The Shi'ar believe 
in equality, balance 
in all things, and 
everyone's right to 
exist. Your cause is 


very important to 
us, and in line with 
our beliefs. 


together we 
could do a lot 
of good. 


IF you're 
not careful, 
Charles, you'll 
make me think you 
don't want our 


I assure ng 
That is no 
You have to 
the case. understand, Miss ‘J 
Neramani, I have 
had problems with ff 
investors in 
the past. 
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Lilandra. 


And I'm well aware of ; 
the incident with Sebastian ¥ 
Shaw and the Hellfire Club. ie 
I completely understand 
your hesitation and Iam 
not offended by it 
in the least. 


Iam also 
well aware of your 
current needfor our ¥ 
support. As a gesture of jj 
goodwill, we've already 
begun building a new 
X-Wing for you. 


I understand 
yours was recently 
destroyed. 


We have members in every 
organization in the world, 
including S.H.| 


It's my 

I doubt understanding 
Nick Fury would } you two have had a 
be pleased to bit of a falling-out. 
Where do you : hear about Are YOu going 

think we got the L this. to tell him? 

schematics to begin | ? 
construction on the 

new X-Wing? 


So wait--like, your powers-- 

| =©6the leech ones. They're 

Mm not going to Kick in like 

in the middle of this, 


No, Bobby. 
They're gone. I-- 
absorbed Gambit's 
powers and now those 
are the only powers 


What was 
_{ that? I thought Relax. Magneto 

we were the only wouldn't sneak back 

ones here. into the mansion and 

quietly close a door. 
It's probably just Kitty 

sneaking Spider-Man 
into her room. \ 


Jean, this is hard for me. 


You don't want me to be 

repressed. You want me 
to take charge, to not be Sorry. 
so timid around you. I'm Understood. 
trying...but you're not I'm putty in your 
making this easy. hands, Mister 


Do you 
think anyone 

heard us 
come in? 


You got the double 
cheeseburger, yes? 4 
I can't remember. I'm Uh, maybe 

pretty sure I got the /jeg ShOUIE OBE j 


one with bacon 
, go back to the 
though. mansion. 


Ne es 


Yeah, I know, it's 
just--I had some 
reading I vanted 
to do... 


You are kidding, yes? You 


I don't 
like you, 
y'know. 


would want to spoil this 
beautiful night? It's so 
peaceful out here, 
quiet. 


That is why you don't 

want to be around 
me now, yes? You 
think I like you-- 


It is OKay, friend. You need 
not lie to me. I Know you've 
been avoiding me since 


you think you found 


that way. out what Iam. 


I promise 
that is not 
so. 


Have you never met a girl you are 
not attracted to? Do you think 
that Iam attracted to every 

man? Why would you 
think that? 


= I will admit, 
: your skin is cute, 
but you are not my oa 
: _- \ type. So do not worry, _~. )a 
ae \ I promise to keep my —_ 
h hands to myself. 


Can we 
just go back to 
the way things 

were? 


Ido not 


know, mein 
freund. 


Iam the 
same friend 
you knew, 
Kurt. 


Iam thinking, 
now...that I did 
not Know that 
friend very 
well... 


@Nowithere Special. 


You want But make it 
to talk? quick. I'm in no mood But only 
for this. And if you hurt the after you 
dirl--even just a little bit-- , suffer. 
T'll make sure the cut goes 
all the way through 
this time. 


As I was saying before you 
attacked--my healing factor 
shut down my body for repairs. 
I was in some sort of coma 
for a while. 


When I awoke, 
things were different. 
Things didn't make sense 
anymore. When we were 
at Weapon X together, 
I always hated 
you. 


I hated a lot of 
things but none like I 
hated you. For some reason 
Ihad a specific, intense 
hatred of you. I never 
knew Why. 


4 2 cy 


now. 


y, y << y | WY Tknow Why, 


I've started 
i, to remember 
1 things. 


The fact is, we are far more than an 
New York Gity!)!) |) fee organized religion. We have a network 
: of private hospitals all over the 
world. We have highly advanced 
compounds in five locations 
worldwide. 
We have 
members in every 
corner of the world. Our 
contacts in Hollywood alone 
would make any housewife in 


——— ee 


Aside from 
monetary support, 
there are near limitless 
waus Our resources can 


be used to improve Rater dale 
our operation. t 
“ade eagielae certainly take into 
consideration. You 


do understand, I'll 
not allow the X-Men 
to become your 
personal errand 


Our work 
requires outside 
funding, but we & 

will not be 
bought. 


It's nothing “~ 
you'll be opposed 
to. I promise. 


that would 
be...? 


thing I would require Aa 


from you. 


Oh, Scott-- ZO Wh ~ 
hi. I didn’t know i iY, 
you were back. - } j 


just got back, 
actually. 
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7 Icouldn't 
\ have killed 
) them. 


Ihate to 
break it to you-- 
but you're a 
mutant. 


And you're 
coming with 
us. 


(Nowhere Special. 


What? 
What do you 


My memories 
were faked--just like 
yours. I remembered 
being at Weapon x before 
you arrived--but you 
were the first. 


Even the 
files I read 
On you were 
faked. 


remember? 


— —7 4 


They call me 
the poor man's 
Wolverine. They 
mock me because 
of who I am. You've 
told me as much 
before. 
Haven't you 
ever wondered 
why we're so 
similar? 


I've got 
a healing factor. 
You've got a healing 
factor. We both survived 
the Adamantium 
integration... 


They came after me to replace 


I was brought you. They were confident 


in to replace you 
after you escaped 
the first time. I 
remember that 
now. 


Do 
you Know 
why? 


(} 


the same experiments that 
worked on YOu would 
work on me. 


f 
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Not for 
{ much longer, 
you ain't. 


iit I, of course, don't expect any Kind 
NewYork City a of decision tonight. I want you to 


think this over, talk it over with 
whomever you want to discuss it 
with, and then contact me so 
we can move forward. 


I'm confident 
you'll find our 
arrangement 
satisfactory. 


Can you bring me We've discussed your proposal for over 
another water, an hour at this point, and while you're Isn't that the 
thanks. a religious organization you've said fine line every 
nothing about your actual religion walks 
> religious beliefs. Charles? i 


In fact, you 
sound more like 
asecret society 
than an organized 
government- 
recognized 
religion. 


a 


% 

I don't want to bore you with the 
details and origins of the Church of 
Shi'ar Enlightenment. On top of that, 
it would take much longer than 
one dinner for me to explain it 
all to you. 


We're a 
monotheistic religion, 
based on ancient texts ——==j 
dating back to the birth : 
of this planet. We are the 
only religion that has 
no afterlife. 


Let's see, 
what other 
information can 
I give you briefly 
to appease you? 

Oh, wait.. 


We worship 
a god called 
The Phoenix. 


YW itakeit 

you've heard 
that name 
before? 


I'm sure 
you've immediately 
noticed that you can 

no longer move. 


PART 3 OF 5 


You could scream at 
” What have You should also _ the top of your lungs and 
you done to know that I'm looping no one would hear you. The 
me? the last ten minutes oF staff of the restaurant will 
. our conversion into the also see our glasses full and 
peripheral vision of our our conversation involved. 
fellow diners. They will not be stopping 
at this table. 


Understand? 


You said you 
worship a god called 
The Phoenix. I've 
heard this before-- 
from people out to 
arm my students 

and me. 


You are going 
to explain to me, 
right now, exactly 
what your connection 
is to The Hellfire 
Club. 


you doing 
here? 


Quite frankly? You've got to help me. I woke 
Wasting my time. I up in this mansion and I found my 
was in the neighborhood parents’ bodies in it--they were 
when the call came in-- dead! The police came to arrest 
you're causing a \ me--and then everything 
disturbance, you're went away. Ly 
a danger to yourself y j : 7 y 
and those around YA mow what's Wa 
A | happening 
Elliot Boggs, 
you can come 
quietly or 
unconscious. 
It's your call. 


Seems you're a mutant, 
Elliot. You've developed 
your powers overnight. 


It happens to 
the best of us. 
There's nothing 

you can do 
about it. 


You are...and 
your powers are 
out of control. 
Are you going to 
come with us 
or not? 


what you 
people do to 
mutants! 


I've seen the 
Sentinel footage! 
Iknow the truth/1I 

Know what the 

government does 
with mutants! 


I don't Know 
how this is happening! 
I don't know how I'm 
doing all this! 


Will 
everyone 
just leave me 
alone?! 


Someone geta 
tranquilizer in this 
kid before I have 
kittens over 
here! 


Just make it stop! Someone 
please make it stop/! I can't 
stop doing this stuff! 


shoot him 
before I start 
shooting at 
you! 


@ 


Where are 


we? What are 


you showing 
me? 


I don't--oh, 
my...this is my 
visualization of the 
before times. 
This is how it all 
started. 


How what 


started? 


We were told it 


What we're seeing here is 
« the great Phoenix in its prime... 
po GR in the before times. Before it 
A was hunted, persecuted, 
imprisoned. 


It was 
free to roam the 
galaxy--and simply 
exist. 


thatitheldthe  } 
A. power to demolish 
worlds. b 


Demolish? No. Reform, rebuild, recreate? 
Yes. The only people who consider rebuilding 
and recreating as demolishing are the 
people who fear change. 


ne The Hellfire Club. They are an WE { so you are not J& 
‘ offshoot of the church, from E __ affiliated. a 
aie centuries ago--who twisted our a c am 


prophecies and doctrines to their 
Own agendas...changing the 
interpretation to mean what 
they wanted them 
to mean. 


: Heavens, no. Our religion is based Am Ito just trust you 
os) On peace and self-improvement. We On your word that you 
; , believe the Phoenix will bring about are in no way connected 


a utopia for us all to live in...not to them? 
that it is a force that will remake 4 {ir Papa — 
the world in the image of 
The Hellfire Club. 


Not that there 
is much of a Hellfire 
Club left after your 
encounter with 
them. 


was a devourer-- 


] [ 
You're the world's N | | { yo 


most powerful telepath, "ag ss 
Charles. You shouldn't 
have to ask me if I'm 


As arule I never 
pry into the mind oF 
anyone without 


telling the truth. ' permission. 


Muself and my 
organization would Tell me 

very much like to gointo © everything you 

business with you. We can about the 
wouldn't dream of starting a Phoenix--as you 
relationship based on anything have come to 

short of a firmly established understand 
foundation of trust. it. 


Taman 
open book 
to you, 
Charles. 


In the before time the 
Phoenix was a great and 
beautiful entity freely 
roaming the cosmos-- 
changing worlds at 
awhim. All were improvements-- 
it is said that the Phoenix 
may well have been the spark 
\ that brought life to 
the universe. 


“The Phoenix's greatest 
creation became her 
undoing. 


They wanted to control 
their own destiny. 


fey amassed a a great army--bringing 
together a hundred civilizations. The | : 


4] war with the Phoenix lasted a thousand & 
. years and cost them many lives. a 


- 
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‘ “But in the 
a0 end--she was 
# defeated." 


= 
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M) “The Phoenix couldn't BN 
N be Killed--no matter |S 
i how hard they tried. 


Q aa) 
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“Their only solution was to 
imprison her, but ordinary 
means proved ineffective 
against such a volatile and 
powerful being. 


§ "So they constructed a special 


prison around the Phoenix--a 
cage that would be powerful 
enough to contain this one, 
mighty prisoner. 


“twas aprison [Jaa : 
we would eventually ° f 
call Garth.” _ 


@itavier’s Schoulitor 


= a \\y 

Well? What do ~ ‘i Sy OL Gf FZ = iN 

f _ AY You're getting there, 
Bou chink oF Ene Hew ZZ i Scott. Let's see iF it lasts 
aa bade cee a ” Ba lox ew, :s=Past tonight and I'll give 
“Eeverndnaucad ic= z= ane - B vou a full evaluation ina 
hoped for and 4 | ry SSS Sf ~ month or so. 
— ; a) 


I guess I sneak 
back to my room without 
being spotted, Bobby. I may 
try to practice my card throwing-- 
although I'm already pretty good. 
You'd be surprised by just how much 
T've picked up from Gambit just by 
absorbing his powers. I can 
already do most of the 
stuff he's done. 


I'm even 
more acrobatic, 


mean what on 


between us? 


we 


ae 


' You're such 
guess we're WIOSer. 


by 
1 ¢ ‘ "i \\ : \ = S . aa iz Jy) 
an item again, a ~ ) = >. Ly 
Ss bs Bik TS +f As i 
\ 
a 


pCial. 


«© 
py 


| CQNowhere' 


Well, 
Sabretooth-- 
think you've finally 


I 


lost your 
mind. 


Haven't you been 
paying attention, Pad? 
My mind is as clear as ever. 
New memories are coming 
back to me every 
day. You wouldn't 
believe some of 
the stuff I could tell 
you. Aren't you the least 
bit curious who my 
mother is? 


So what--now you 
gonna chew my ear off 
all day--tell me how I 

beat you when you 


were little? ‘Cause 


T ain't buyin’ 
it! 


Seed 


FANN 


AN 
i 


Actually--I don't . = Ye J i | | 
care if you believe me : Z y = Ni Wop. | 


1 . Ss a ows \\ 
or not. I've said my \ : < : i gor 
piece and I'mready to Aims a 3 e time | Ny |\ { 
MEIN move along. it Al fer See is Ke | 
Py | XX : Bes Vite if) | 
\ : : 
/ M _ 


iS \ 
pone rw fe | | / N i 


mt \ 
7% ie te 
Me. 


YO“ Mee nk 


I think that bolt knocked 
the fight out of him--he's 
gone now. Are you 
okay? 
Did he get 
you pretty bad-- 
are you hurt? 


I'm man enough to admit 
that I'm hurt, Storm-- 
but I've been missing bigger 
chunks than this 
before. 


Let's just 
get back to 
the mansion, 
darlin’. 


So the Earth 
is a prison formed 
around this Phoenix 


Yes. The Earth 
itselFis its prison. 
It resides at the 
molten hot core--or 
\ rather, is the molten 
hot core. 


3 “Over time, unbeknownst to the forces 
| that created the Earth, life began to 
form and evolve on the surface. In fact, 
this was long after the civilizations 
responsible for the Phoenix's 
imprisonment had become extinct. 


é 


“The Phoenix began to detect life on 
4 €arth--and it began to help it along, 
aiding in the development of intelligent 
life on this planet. 


“We believe the leaps and bounds 
humans experienced in evolution 
that your scientists cannot explain 
are because of the Phoenix's 
involvement... 


i! 


z "...as is the next step 
~“1 in human evolution-- 
4 the mutant. 


me 


“The founders of our 
religion claimed to be 


5] “They were told the story 


By able to speak directly |i,44 of the Phoenix, they based 


ui] to the Phoenix, though 
OW} this art has been lost 


through the years. 


a philosophy of rebirth and |fm 
self-improvement onher |Ba 
teachings. 


“The Phoenix also told 
Of a prophecy. Or told 
a story that would later 
become a prophecy. She 
told of a mortal that 
would house the entitu, 
and eventually allow 
it to be reborn 


through that mortal. 


“This would free 
the Phoenix to 
roam the universe 
once again." 


Which brings me to you--and 
our deal. I offer you complete 


support, financially and otherwise, 
in return for one thing. 
You will allow 


us to examine 
Jean Grey. 
We believe she 

is the one prophesied 

to bring about the rebirth 
Of The Phoenix. The process 
of confirming this is in no 
way harmful or painful and 
we could do it on the grounds 

of your school, to make you 
feel more comfortable 
with the situation. 


= 


bi f j i - 


At. 


True or not--I sense that you believe 
everything you've said to me. Also, your 
aid will be a welcome addition to my 
operation, obviously. 


yet. I will have to discuss 
this with Jean. She must be 
willing to do this or 
the deal is OFF. 


<a That's ial  —“?me Can 
have it any other ou release my arms 


way, Charles. le now? I'd like to finish 


my meal. 


's Schoolifor 


pri, 
es 07 
(Mica 

AY 


Kitty, you 
are back 
already? 


“yd ~ 
PI 7 


Iam not in 
the mood for 
talking. 


exactly what 
I want to be 
right now. 


Hey, Pete. Yeah, 
Spider-Man had some 
homework he had to do 
I, and Tdidn't feel like | 
waiting for Xavier to | 
} come pick me up. 
d So I cabbed 
SS it back, which now 
) that I think about 


Thanks a 
lot. Keep the 
change. 


it--probably cost 

me acouple of CDs. ff 
Not one of my 
better ideas. 


What are you 
doing out here 
alone anyway? 
Something 
going on? 


en 
y \f that's the 
way you want to 
play it--no skin 


Hope that ‘x 
off my nose. 


works out 


Youcantell Se 
me when Charles T 
Xavier is going 
Is there ~ toreturn. 4 
anything I <a Wa Or if you were 
can do for a } so powered you could 
Tl y make him appear before 
me right now. T haven't 
got alot of 
time. 


can't help 


Y What can 
I do for you, 
Mister Fury? 


ee | 


a 


— | 


Pa _| 


| ~ No I've gota Please tell me you're 
I KnewI should fresh one for not restraining that young 
fF have waited--I should you, Charles. mutant so you could bring 


P\ never have gotten him here unwillingly. 


that cab. 


Not at all. 

This young man is 
named Elliot Boggs. 
From all indications he's 
just become active-- 
and he's out of control. 
He's got some kind of 


reality-altering powers-- 
we couldn't really 
= figure it out. 
He's already done 
a fair bit of damage, 
and unchecked we think 
he's a danger to himself 
and those around him. 


I think you're the only 
one who can help him. 


I don't think I need 
to remind you that this 
institute is no longer 


affiliated with S.H.I.€.L.2., 


Mister Fury. 


7 This boy is 


“ dangerous. I can't do ‘ 


anything with him other 
than locking him in a room 
for the rest of 


I \ 
iN A _N 


his life and drugging him 
out of his mind. A 


<a 


4 
Good, then T'll be on my way. 
You know how to reach me if you a 
need anuthing. I'll send someone ore, 
over in the next few days to Try not to | 


retrieve our restraints when __ break them-- 
you're through with them. they're very 
expensive. 


BA's 
| Ihave a 
no idea what 
\ you're talking . 


Tell me, Nick-- 
what makes this 
one worth saving? | 
Why not just have 
him killed? 


I couldn't 


handle. 


You don't 
want to 


That's 
not what I 


What do 
we have here, 
Chuck? 


New arrival. 
IF you would, Logan-- 
help me move Mister 
Boggs tothe 


: >> = infirmary. 
E Ge” ~=s|t. appears 
~ you could use a 
il Band-Aid or two 
pet yourself. Rough Lo 
NS h 
y NO 


onl, | 


Hours |later: 


I'm still quite peeved 
over our last encounter-- lal 
the helicopter crash. I'm What was it you 
ised y sure you can understand.I ~ said to him to distract 
mineme: You did an excellent would have really liked to | him enough to get close? 
Dr. job. I'm told the operatives see Wolverine suffer. The operatives couldn't 
Cornelius? I sent with you weren't even 
needed. I wish I could have 
been there--even knowing 
any chunk you ripped out of 
him would grow back, it still 
would have been nice 
to see it done. 


) = Alittle crispy around ‘ 
= : the edges but yes--this 
Whatever Here's the ° tissue sample will 
SW’ sample--did I get definitely work. 
Nothing a big enough 
mportant. 


IF we can't 
get Wolverine 
to do what 
we want... | make our 
own. 


a 
PART | OF 5 


\ 
So I assume 
you've settled in 


= and are mingling well > 


with the others, \: 
Warren. 
Are you 
i—_é ee 


=. with your new 
classmates? 


Oh, yeah. 
In fact I'm going 
to the Homecoming 
Dance tonight. No date, 
though, not with... 
how is Ali? 


progress, reason to worry 
Imsorry justyet.Wecan't S& 
tosay. . lose hope that she'll “ly 
recover from 
her coma. 


This is the 
it “cance Colossus 
™~ /s going to, is 
it not? 


: He getsa 
Yeah, with plane ticket and 
John-Paul, that I've got to takea 
Northstar kid. He leave hie seems 
yesterday? It's along hardly fair. 
drive here from 4 


Westchester. 
you're there 


undercover for me, 
Angel. That would hardly 
be the case had Iflown you = 
to the school. You could 
have used your money 
to fly there. 


T 
oe. 


Ii i 
ules tale — go, as well. -— 


not touse my \_ 
_ father’s money 
\ these days-- — 


Yougoing ‘\ : 
7} to nap all Gaur ere ae 
I thought you with you today, 
Professor? 


were going to the 
grocery with 
me later? 


Huh? Sure-- 
whenever you 


You seem very 
preoccupied. 


Sorry, I 
was lost in thought 
momentarily. IF you'll 
excuse that brief lapse in 
my attention, I'd like to 
get started. 


I'd rather 
not sedate this 
poor child any more than 
Fury and his men already 
have. I don't know what 
they gave him, but he's 
been out for over 
twelve hours. 


{ I'mready 
when you 


uh, hi. Can 
you tell me why 
I'm eating with my 
parents? I thought 


they were 
dead. _ 


I thought I 
killed them. 
Glenda-- 
he's a grown 
man now. He can 
say what he 
wants. 


I'm afraid 
that is true, Elliot. 
Your parents are dead. 
Their deaths were an 
accident. Your mutant 
powers were-- 


I told 
you we was 
dead, Glenda. 
Let's get out 
of here. 


Mutant? it 
remember now... 
that's what the man 
with the missing eye 
said--Nick Fury. I saw him 
On TV. He said I was 
a mutant. 


You're that 
guy, aren't you? 
The famous 
mutant--Professor 
something? 


Yes, I'm My powers? So all That said, nowis not 
Professor Charles that stuff that was the time for mourning 
Xavier and this is happening to me-- and self-pity. We have 

one of my students, Iwas doing that? abit of a situation 


Jean Grey. “| The mansion-- at the moment. 


the field... Sadly, these 
Yeah, I'm : bale 
i a kinds of incidents 
You've been 4 afraid so. are not uncommon. The 


turned over to my first few days after 


custody after being 
arrested by S.H.I.E.LD. It 
seems you caused a bit 
of a disturbance when 


a person's X-gene 
becomes active 
canbe very 
dangerous. 


your powers first 
manifested. 


T'll sau. 
Where in the 
world are we? 
What happened to 
my kitchen? 


We're inside 
your mind. None of 
this around you is 
real--we're seeing 
places pulled from 

your memory. 


Yeah--I 
remember this 
place now. We 
came here on 

vacation once. It 
was cool. 


Elliot, please 
pay attention. You 
have been remanded 
to my custody because 
you have been deemed 
out-of-control. 


Until I 
determine that 
you will not destroy my 


school when you regain 
consciousness, I will have 
to keep you sedated. 


uh, well--if Irecall, Iwas \ 

able to stop using my 
powers at one point last 
night. I don't quite know 

how to use my powers 

but I think I know how 

to not use them at 
the very least. 


Thinking back--I was scared 
before--reacting to the things 
going on around me--not knowing 
what they were or how they were 
happening. Knowing that I'ma 
mutant, and that I was the one 
doing those things--as long 
as Lstay calm I thinkI 
can control it. 


So you 
think you wouldn't 
do any damage if we 
allowed you to 
wake up? 


Ican assist 
you in Keeping your 

powers under control as 
long as you will allowit. IF you 
will agree, I think we can 
end this and allow you 
to awaken. 


Sure, yeah. 
I mean--whatever 
it takes. 


to see me, 
Professor? 


This is Elliot 
Bogds--he'll be 
staying with us 

indefinitely. I would 
like you to show 
him around. 


Nothing 
could keep me 
. away. 


I 


Actually, we've been 
out of your mind for 
twenty minutes. It took 
that long just to 
revive you. 


As promised, I'll 
keep an eye On you-- 
help you Keep your 
powers under control 
for now. How do 
you feel? 


I'd be 
happy to, 
sir. 


Cyclops, 
right? I've 
seen you on the 
news. It's good to 
meet you. 


Thank you, 
Scott. Now iF 
you'll excuse us I 
have something 
T'd like to talk to 
Jean about. 


Can I 
{ seeyou >= 
\ later? 


So what 
is it you wanted to 
talk to me about, 
Charles? 


There is an organization that is 
willing to fund us. As you know, the 
money we...acquired from the Hellfire 
Club is all but gone, and is not 
enough to sustain our operations 
without the government 
support we recently 
turned down. 


This organization 
seems completely benign. 

/ Iwas allowed to scan their 
leader's mind. There seems to be 
no deception involved. The only 
catch is that they wish to be 
allowed to determine 


Ww if you are in fact... 
the Phoenix. 


Phoenix? 
What? Is this 
about the Hellfire 
Club again? 


No. Although, there 
is aconnection. Have 
you ever heard of 
the Church of Shi'ar 
Enlightenment? 


Oh, there you 
are, Wolverine. 
T've been looking all 
over for you. Guy 
on the phone says 
he's an old 
pal...says you'd 
remember him. 


Name's Nathan 
Fitzgerald? 


You don't skip 


a beat, do youP My cell's 


You're a hard Off--what do 
man to get a youwant? / 7 have an 
hold of. office in Harlem. 
Go to West 125th 
Street. You should 
be able to follow 
my scent from 
there. 


Meet me 
in less than 
an hour. It's 
important. 


IF you've got something 

to tell Lely ue . : eo so we're 
you just do it when ack to playing 

you were here Fin that game 
last night? TI have then, huh? 

no idea what 

you're talking 

about. 


Ican 
make you 
regret not 
coming. 


I'll be 
there in two 
hours. 


Saas 
-—/ Oh, are 
you already 


We ain't had a Was weird at first-- 
chance to talk, you the powers, I mean. 
and me. Not since } I'm getting used 
you came back. to it now. 
I wasn't 
exactly thrilled about 
you running off with that 
Cajun lowlife, Gambit-- 
but I'm sorry to hear 
about what happened 
to him. 


Fine with 
me. I've got 
a busy day 
ahead of me 

anywau. 


I'm sorry 
I couldn't 
be there 
. for you. 


Is Bobby ‘ | I'm not 

helping you | talking with 
get over you about 
all that? that. 


“  Lsuppose 
the first thing we 
should do is get you 
some clothes. 


It's a little early for 
a uniform, Elliot. We don't 
even Know if you're going to 
be able to effectively 
use your powers. 


I was thinking 
something more along 
the lines of jeans anda 
T-shirt. You look to be 
about mu size. Let's 
swing by my room. 


...who exactly 
is it that designs 
all the costumes 

here? 


Just grab anything 
out of this closet. 
Sometime in the next 
couple days or so, we 
should be able to send 
you out to buy your 


| own clothes. 


Oh, ee 
totally. I can't 
wait to get into my new 
costume. Has it already been 
designed? LIkinda 
wanted to make a few 


suggestions. I've got 


ideas, I mean... 
nothing that would 
absolutely have 
to be followed, 
Of course. 


They want 
to run tests on 
me like I'm some-- 
labrat?!And [=== 
you agreed 
to this? 


What were 
you thinking? 


Jean, I would prefer tc fl That said, Iwould recommend ‘Nj 
you not take that tone = / you accept their offer. Lilandra assured 

with me. I only agreed 2 al me that you would not be harmed. 

to bring the offer to While I do not believe her religious 
you--and allow you to : geen «theories to be true, you can't ignore 

make your decision : the coincidences between her 
~ beliefs and what you seem 
to be experiencing. 


I think this 
may be the best 

way to find out exactly 

what is going on with 
you right now. Or, at the 
very least, get closer 

to some answers. \t 

couldn't hurt. 


You're 
sure about 
that? 


Okay, but-- 
"Lilandra." You're 
ona first name basis 
with this woman? 


Assuming 
that /S a first 
name... 


Thank you. 
And please, 
Jean. Call me 
Professor. 


you, Charles. IF 
you promise you'll be 
there, and that you j 
trust this woman-- 
T'll do it. a 


Maube a 


little. / make a boy feel 
“Mon ami?” appreciated. 
Doesn't that mean 
"my friend"? I'd hope 
you think of me as a little 
more than that 


Stay 
focused on 
the program, 
you two! Less 


these days. ye Riga) 


fighting! 


Learn 
to follow 
your own 

advice. 


Bobbu-- * 
big block 
of ice-- 
QUICK! , 


Storm--take 
COVER! 


That's not exactly 
what I had planned 

when I wrote this 
program--but 


So it looks like things 
with more mass make 
bigger explosions-- 
interesting. 


Okay, it works. A eralthe , 

program Thanks for Anytime. things you coul 
OFF. giving a Thanks for the carry in order to 
run-through workout. charge up and use 


as a Weapon-- 
A why cards? 


with me. 


carry a bunch? It 
gives me something 
to do if I get 
bored? 


Maube after 
afew months of 
training. What's got 
you so excited about 
being on the 
X-Men, Elliot? 


My parents are 
dead, man...my life 
is over. I'ma mutant. 
The world both fears and 
hates me. The old rules 
are gone...everything 
I thought I was going 
to be, what I was 
going to do... 


There go a few of 
your teammates leaving the 
Danger Room after what looks 
like a grueling training session. 
More on the Danger 


5 
Room later. Teammates: 


So lIamon 


That's Storm, ~\ the team? I'm / | 
Iceman and Rogue-- \ = \. an X-Man? 44 
T'llhave to introduce |= 
you to the rest later. 


But I don't Orat 
Know--I've seen you the very 
on the news, the X-Men least... 
are Cool. This givesme , distract 
something to look 
forward to. 


Ican 


eal the hangar 


is through ] 
here. / 


One new X-Wing-- 
atall. as promised. Feel 
free to have your 
technicians look over 
it, but I assure 
you there are No 
differences from 
the previous 


Oh, and 
T'd like to 
introduce you 
MN to an associate 
\\ of mine. This is 
Gerald, my 
\. assistant. 


I believe 
you're already 
aware--but this 
is Jean Grey. 


4 


Wasn't 
expecting 
this. 


It's an 
honor to 
meet you, 
Ms. Grey. 


Thate to cut the 
introductions short 
but I'm anxious to 
get started. 


Understood, 


right this wau. 


I didn't 
know we were 
getting anew 
X-Wing--when 

did this--? 


IN 


Excuse 
me, Scott. T'll 
f, have to explain 
everything 
later. 


It looks... 
smaller 
on Tv. 


I can feel my powers-- 
there, just below the 
surface now. Ican 
feel where they are-- 
I think Ican 
control them. 


Well, 
we'll let the 
Professor be 
the judge of that. |} 
\ For now--Keep | ¢¥ 
| \ them under the 


That's Iwant 


what Angel ) to jearn to fly 
said, too. / it --t don't think I 
can fly on my own-- 
not that I would 
know. 


Theld my 
own against Fury's 
guards when they 
attacked me. IF you guys 
would just throw me in the 
.  mix--I Know I could 
prove muself. 


I take it you 
didn't have any 
trouble finding 

the place? 


That's what I'm 
talking about. You 
don't even Know. How 
do you think you'd 
even be close 
to ready for 
any action? 


As many X-Men 
as we have running 
around this place these 
days--something really bad 
would have to happen for 
us to use you before y 


; you're readu. 


Please, 
2 Lorna--I believe 
Here this is our first 
comes the date. 
happy think it counts 
couple. when you've talked 
on the phone as 
much as you two 
already have! 


Isee you a 
are not one to 


keep things 
quiet. No? 


I thought 
you liked 
that... 


T like that 
you are free with 
your speech. I see 
now maube a little 
too free? 


We're really 
glad you could 
make it, Peter. It's 
good to have you 
here with us. Angel 
should be arriving 
any minute. 


It would be fantastic 
to see Warren again. 
We have missed him back 
at Xavier's--it would 
be nice if he could 
visit soon... 


I think you have 
chosen the Why tel/ them 
wrong party /when we can just 
to crash. show them? 


argue with 
_ your-- 


; ? <2 
'y pal! Read 
a book! 
\ 


Let's take 
them down, people! 
Don't give them time 

to overpower us! 


Iwas not 
prepared 
for this. 


Are you } 
okay? Although it looks as 


though we could use 
some help. 


' / Sam--get ‘ 

Alex away 

from that 
trol 


Roberto, 
see if you can't 
take down the fat 
one before he causes 
“i much damage. 


I'm going 
to make a 
call. 


~ What is 
it, Peter? I 
can barely 


ear 
h you. UN JE 


a ™~ 
Right, wa 
E> 


We're on the wau. 
No--we've got 


y away to get 
there--fast. 


<= that? What's 


going on? 


Well, Elliot-- 

looks like you 

just may get 
your wish. 


It's like 
magic. 


Lf 


I Ss 
hope you I A 
cannot. & 


a 
nomen 2 0f 5 


ag Preorder iF 
A can hear me 
Ali. They say not So 
muchis Known _ least paceibla 
about comas. 


I enjoy these talks immensely. 
They are special to me. Ido not 
Know if it vould be the same if you 

could hear me. I don't like to 

vonder vhat you vould think of, 
me if you vere listening. << 


Ever since 
the fight with 
Deathstrike which 
put you here...I 
do not have anyone f 
\ anymore, Ali. I 4 
am alone. <i 


Mein freund, y What 
Peter, Colossus, } he kept 
he--I can't even from me. 

acknowledge 

what he is. 


He isa ; 
deceiver--an He is dead 
abomination. tomenow. I 

cannot bring 
myself to forgive 
him for vhat he 


Warren isn't .. 
even around for our Ye 
beloved Danger Room == 
games. Oh, how I No, I 
miss him. am truly 
alone now. 


Where is 
everyone? We need 
to be gone--now. 


. — \__ what is taking 


storm--where 
have you been? 
We've gota 
situation here. 


Calm down. 


This is a big place. 


We came as fast 
as we could. 


so long? ; 
You're taking 


me, right?! I'm telling 
you--I can do this. I'm 
4 ready, Cyclops. 
No, Elliot. 
=! This is too 
dangerous. 
Drop it. 


Where is I 


Li 
everyone 3 
else? gap SY 4 


Colossus is 
already there. Wolverine 
and Nightcrawler are M.I.A. Kitty 
is Off somewhere with Spider-Man. 
Jean is just being interviewed 
by some people, but the 
Professor said she's not to 
be interrupted. 


See--you need me. You're 
shorthanded. If Colossus i 
already there, he could be 
knocked out by the 
time we arrive. 
You can't 
count on him-- 
you need me. It 
doesn't matter that 
I'm new to the X-Me 
I promise I can 
do this. 


There's no 
time for 

that now. 
Let's go. 


Are you 
comfortable? 


C7 comfortable with being a 3 
lab rat? Am I comfortable Fos => It's very 
hed with you thinking I might that? important to me \ 
be some reincarnated if that you are not Vj 
inconvenienced, [ 
Jean. Please. Work # 
with us here. 4 


Lilandra has assured 

me that none of this will 

cause you any pain, Jean. 

You agreed to cooperate. 

Please, don't back 
down now. 
Trust me. 
That's all 
Task. 


Okau, 
Professor. 
You know I 


Thank you, 
Jean. I'll leave you 
to it now. You'll alert 
me if my presence 
becomes needed? 


Okau, 
let's get this 
Over with. 


Jean, this is my 
assistant Gerald. 
He'll be drawing some 
blood so we can run 
some tests. 


It will 
only take a 
second. 


What's 
this for? 


What do 
you need my 


We're going 
to run some tests 
on it. We're looking for 
specific properties. 
Certain indicators 
laid out in our 
ancient tomes. 4 


Tell me-- 
what happens 
iF you decide 


IF you are the 

physical embodiment 
of the Phoenix, at some 
point soon--before your 

twentieth birthday-- 

it will manifest 
itself in you. Then you 
will remake the 


” es — universe into a 
COnsciousn glorious 


will merge with *, 
that of the ancient paradias, 
entity. You will remain You will 
you, but you will save the 
be more. world. 


Nice uniform, 
dude. I don't think 
I caught your 
codename. Dockers? 
Abercrombie? 


Is thi 
better? 


Oh yeah-- 
much better. 
Nice abs. 


Not like 
those. 


Strap in. 
We're here and I 
haven't landed 
this particular 
X-Wing yet. 


Just being 
cautious. 4 


me Okay--here ) 


\ this dance is 
\ being held. VU 


My money's 
on that 
building being 

the place! / 


Just-- 
give mea 
minute. 


Didn't we 
just fight 
these guys? 


Already packing 


\7 it in, huh? Already 


#| making for the retreat?! 
What's the matter? Didn't © The Brotherhood 
you expect us to of Mutants is a joke! 
fight back?! How you ever went up 
— against the X-Men 


° ) 4 Z baffles me. 


You 
Know these 
guys?! 


They mentioned the 
Brotherhood! Mastermind 
must be behind this-- 
making them see us aS 
the Brotherhood. 


Try to 
take them out 
without hurting 

them! 


Good plan--you think maybe\ 
you could talk them 
into showing us the 

same courtesy?! 


Toad has 
somehow bound my 
legs in some kind of 

mucus--can he 
do that?! 


Toad?! 
I've gotta be Why do I 
Toad?! have to be the 
gross little troll- 
guy?! That doesn't 
seem fair! 


JipelinstitutelFor Gifted|Childran: 
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T'll notify 
you as soon as I 
have the results 

back on this 
blood sample, 


Lilandra. Thank you 


Gerald. We'll start ESS 
with something J Wes 
easy. Where were 
you born? 


Okay, you're 
currently nineteen, 
that would mean 
you were born 
in...oKau. 


Your \ 
parents, 
\ where are 
» they? 


When I started to hear voices 
and see things, my parents It's okay. 
dumped me in a funny farm . Take your time. 
and never looked back. ’ I understand this 
can be difficult for 
you. It's hard, 
I Know. 


I don't 
really want 
to talk about 

them. 


Fair 
enough. These 
visions. Can 
you describe 
them? 


You 
don't know 
anything. 


The things I 
see? The visions? 
People I know burned 
alive--walls of fire reaching 
to the sky--a giant flaming 
monster scorching 
the Earth. 


The things 
I see are 
horrific. They 


You think this 
thing is going to 
bring about a utopia? 
The Hellfire Club thought 
it was going to end 
the world! 
I think the 
Hellfire Club got 
it right. 


terrify me. 


Different 
interpretations 
are-- 


Lilandra, Miss 
Whatever-the-Crap... 
This thing inside oF me? I'm 
terrified of it. Thinking it's fake-- 
\ that it's all in my head--it's the / = 
only thing keeping hu 
me sane. 


Let's do your 
tests, let's get 
this done--but if you 
determine this thing is 
real--that I am 
the Phoenix? 


The first 
thing I'm going 
to do is jump ofF 
a bridge. 


@Tho Academy 


‘ 
SS. . 
\ \ y 
. | : Y 
_. 
VX \\ 
AN \ 
\ ‘ 
~ S 
hb 


I told Thanks for the save-- 
you I'd be 2 1 now let's get these guys 
useful if you Li SG out of the way so we 
brought me. f” SH. can get to the 
e AN mel >» real threat. Z 


I'm gaining 
ground on 

you, man-- 
oh yeah!! 


This is 
awesome!! 


Quit playing! 
This isn't a game! & 
Wedon'teven Ff 
Know what the 
Brotherhood is 
here for! 


- 


We've got 
to get Emma's 
students out of 

the picture. 


He is not so 
tough. The woman 
though--she is no 

lightweight. 


I hope 
Jean-Paul will be 
understanding when 
he awakens. I tried 
not to hit him 
too hard. 
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Ravier institute 
Shia Gifted Children: 


Jean, please 
calm down. There 
is no cause for 
alarm here. 


Ihave 
more questions. 
Then I have to 
test your motor 
reflexes. I don't 
want this-- 


No cause for 
alarm?! 


about melting 
my boufriend’s 


I know this is very stressful 
for you. This must be an 
incredible burden. I can only tell 
you that if the results of these 
tests are positive you'll have 
the full resources of the 
Shi'ar at your disposal. 

We can help you. 


We'll make 
this as easy 
for you as possible. 
You won't have 
to deal with 
this alone. 


Okay. How 
often do you 
have the 
visions? 


Not often. Not too many 
since the incident with the 
Hellfire Club. The voices, 
too. Things have been 
pretty quiet. 


Jean, are 
you okay? Do 
you need a 
towel? 4 


For the most 
part. It's only 
happened a few 
times since then. 
I think it-- 


I'm sorru. 
It's--I just-- 
just finish 
the test. 


Please. I 
just need to get 
through this. 


Look at 
yourself--you're 
covered 
in sweat. 


I know you're not a 
totally bad person, 
Toad. You could do 
so much better 
than this. 


It took 
some time, but I 
knew I'd be able to 
find something that 
would terrify you. I just 
never Knew it would be 
something so... 


rescue! 


There're-- 
too--many! 


GZ 


ff 


Hey, man--why Real challenging, Yeah--you're really \ 
don't you pick on pretty boy--pick big--I'm feeling really 
someone more on the fat guy. threatened right now. 

your size?! Nice one. I'm Size does matter, / 
ne impressed. after all. 

uh= os 


_ i But you 
Fraeoglse ~ Know what's 


: littlee An 
anyone. : ps etd 
Do you 
know what 
happens when you 
split an atom 
in halFP 


I guess 
you'll just 
have to deal 
with me. 


Splitting 
an atom? Don't 
know. Don't 
care. 


<< iN ‘ 
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You just-- 
you're going to 
die for this, 
pretty boy. 


Give me 
{\ ZA your best 
>) shot. . 


Pravior institute 4 7 
(for Gifted Children. ia Jean? 
\ Jean, are 
you okay? 


Questions. 


Too many 
questions. 


My mutant 
power? I got fat! Funny 
thing about all this fat, 
though--it's incredibly 
dense...increased my mass 
» to unimaginable levels. 
. That means-- 


IF I'm 
stopped, I'm 


unmovable! 


IF I'm 
moving, I'm 
SA Unstoppable! 


And if I'm 
moving toward 
you--! 


If Lcan't 
move you--T'll 
W\ just move things 
= \. around you! 


Ican see 
the spin now-- 
mutant picnic 
puts reporters A\ 
in danger! 


You okay 
down there, 
fatty? Not a lot 


of oxygen, huh? Tbet you 


can't even hear 
me. When you're 
underground are you 
unhearable? 
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What 
should I 
do first? 


I'm going to 
fry you from the inside 
out, Lilandra, starting with 
the non-essential organs, 
working my way up to your. 
heart and brain. 
I want 
you to feel 
most of it, 
y'know. 


What should 
I start with? The 
gallbladder? Pancreas? 
I hear you can live at least 
a few hours without 
your kidneys. 


I wonder 
if that’s still 
true if they're 
melted. 


This is not-- 
it doesn't happen this 
way. This isn't how it works. 
You don't just become the 
Phoenix--it doesn't--you 
don't just blink an eye-- 
it takes time. 


You're just \] 
confused, 
Jean. 
This isn’t 
happening. 
Please--please 
stop. 


This is what you wanted, 
right? Your glorious 
flery god--I'm here for You sicken 
you. You asked me, Lilandra. your 
for this. ancestors would weep 
you woke at your ineptitude. Let 


me up and now me put you out of 
you're scared?! your misery. 
What kind of faith 
is that? 


Iam The 
Phoenix! 


Jean, you 
are just confused. 
I order you to stop. 
Don't make me have 
to hurt you. 


Mortal, if 
you had the ability 
to hurt me, I would 
have killed you 
long ago. 
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' Cyclops, 
look Buel 


Tell me 
you're getting 
this! IF you don't get 
all this on film I'm 
never sleeping with 
you again! 


fad 


You've got 


some brave \ -. 
girls on this 
team. 4 
New powers, 
huh, traitor? 


They won't help 
you a bit! 


Why do you 

even bother?! You'll 
never be able to 

stop us from-- 


--from-- 


Time for a 


hysics | : P i . 
Di IU esson Mass is Weight, 


constant. It 
remains the same 
under all conditions, 
no matter what the 
variables are. 


however, 
does not. 


Let's see 
what happens 
when I decrease the 
gravity around you 
by ninety-five 
percent! 


aA 


You want 
to know what 
happens? T'll 
save you the 
trouble and just 
tell you. 


I crush 
your head like 
a grape! 


Right back 
at you, 
stra 


Cyclops! 
Get me some 
extra lift! 
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You are out 
inc Inetituta tor Gittod (hile of your element, 
GiNiavier Institute for Gifted Children. ai ii 
but a speck of dust 
in comparison 
to me. 


Let’s see 

‘ Jean--I how powerful your 

will not--let brain is once it’s 

you Aurt this been liquified and 
woman! is pouring out 

your nose. 


Jean-- 
please--don't 
do this. 


Begging 
will get you 
nowhere. 


Shut down... 
her brain... 
had to... 


Lilandra-- 
Majestrix--are 
you okay?! 


I'm fine, 
Gerald. Thanks to 
Professor Xavier, 

I'm fine. 


@Emma rost's Academy of fomorrow. The reporters 


got here fast, too. \ 
ahs This whole thing yy 
e S.HLE.LD. guys was weird. Why was y = ; 
Cy = guredidcet The Brotherhood Revenge against ~ : Dy 
even here? Emma's students a 


here fast. 


helping stop Magneto from \ 
breaking out of prison, 
maybe? Who knows with 
Z these losers. 


aw 
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The Brotherhood 
didn't succeed. 
That's all that 
matters, right? 


Just trying to do what's 
right, really. We want the 
world to see that not all 
mutants are terrorists 
or pose a threat 
in any wau. 


In fact, the 
X-Men would like to 
reassure humanity that 
we're on their side. We 
protect humans and 
mutants alike. 


Just fine-- 
everything was 
going smoothly 
until today. 


Warren, heu. 

How are they 

treating you 
over here? 


I'm sorry 


about what Xavier 
did to you. I hate that It's okay. 
you're not at the T actually kinda 
school anymore. /like it here. I don't 
know if I could stand 
being there without 
Ali, anyway. 


My word! 
I can't leave this 
school for one night. 
You--You--what are you 


\ doing here?! |s Xavier 
A: behind this?! What is 
going on here?! 
Where are my 
chaperones?! 


We're going 
to hear about 
this later. 


ww 


f 


Peter, if you're 
getting a ride home 
with us, you'll need to 
be over at the X-Wing 
by the time I round 
up therest oF & 
the crew. “Fi 


/ 


Understood, ¥ 
= Scott. @aA 


is certainly 


true. ie 4 ’ 


@avieriinstitute\for 
(Gifted Children, 


Charles, she's 
conscious. PO 
SOMETHING. 


What... PLEASE! 


what 


I don't know. happened? 


I'm going to have 
to consult the ; 
4 Lilandra, relax. 
ate This is my student. 
just witnessed a a Ag 
pre-visitation. . 


Jean. Are 
you okay? 
Jean? 


We're okay, for now. The things she said, 
There's nothing to worry : they were so horrible-- 
about, Lilandra. I can \ but her powers, she 
shut down her motor | = seemed to be taken over 

functions if she by another force. 


What 
acts up. 
Pp happened I'm afraid it 


here? What must have been 
did she do? the Phoenix. 


I think 
I'm going to 
throw up. 


Pardon me, Majestrix, but 
that just can't De. I studied 
the completed analysis on 
her blood--and it contains 
none of the properties 
enumerated to us 
in the tomes. 


Evidence of your 
parents’ involvement. I'm 
trying to say that I don't 

believe you have anuthing to 
do with the Phoenix. I think 


you may have heard some 
stories when you were 
very young. 


Then, when your 
powers began to manifest, 
your mind couldn't comprehend 
them...so your mind used what it 
could remember of the Shi'ar 
religion to construct something 
you could understand. 


She can't 
be the 
Phoenix. 


I realize 
this isn't anything 
close to conclusive on 
the matter, but I did 
some research on the 
Grey family and... 


Ms. Greu, 
are you aware 
that your parents 
were members of the 
Church of Shi'ar 
Enlightenment? 


What? What 
are you truing 
to say? What 

are these? 


What 
exactly are you 
implying? 


I think Ms. Grey 
constructed split 
personalities to help 
her deal with having 
mutant powers. 


Nothing 
more. 
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YOU THINK I'M i.” \e 
CRAZY?! YOU COME \ » 


HERE ANP YOU CALL 


ME CRAZY?! VE 4 
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Lilandra, 
please 
leave us. 


Magician, 
they're calling 
\ me Magician, now. 
\ Oh, my Goa-- Uh...one of the 
yY what took you so long?! reporters came 
The new guy's been all over : up with it. 


the news! The X-Men are / / 
popular again! We can be on / “ \ a ariel 
talk shows again--with / ack yet* 
me this time. , 
» > cf =f) = 


Kurt, 
where have 


Where is 
Jean? \s she 
done with those... 

tests? Scott, 

| we should 

probably 
talk. 


Professor, 
what is it? 


What's 
wrong? 


Jean? The 
Professor told me 
what happened. Are 
you okay? 


Is there 
anything I can 
do for you? Anything 
that will make you 
feel better? 


You can relax, Scott-- 
didn't Charles tell you? 
The test results were 
negative. I'm not 
the Phoenix. 


You can 
leave. 


.Ljust 
want to be 
left alone. 


CoTho(Churchiof|shijar 
(EnlightenmentiHead 


No, it's not a 
mistake. I don't make 
mistakes. I'm telling you. 
The analysis matched 
perfectly. Everything that 
was supposedtobe Yes, sir. 
there was there. Ihave no 

doubt in 


This young 
woman, Jean Grey, 
is the Phoenix, I'm 
sure of it. 
Shaw was a 
madman, but he 


Yes, sir. With 
this knowledge I'm 
sure we can return the 
Hellfire Club to its 
former glory. 


